CHAPTER VII

THE JOYS OF HEAVEN

As soon as Swedenborg's power to see into the
spiritual world was fully developed, he began to
describe in a delightful way all that he heard and
saw. Very often he was allowed to join groups
of people who had newly entered that world and
to watch what happened to them. He soon dis-
covered that every man, woman and child who
dies on earth enters first a region which he calls the
'world of spirits.' The adventures through which
they pass are naturally full of interest, and Sweden-
borg tells innumerable Stories of what he witnessed.
On one occasion Swedenborg was talking to a
party of men in the world of spirits when they
came to a road on which many people were travel-
ling. He had often seen this road, and knew that,
those who journeyed along it were new-comers
from the earth. Now in moSl cases, it takes some
time for the new arrivals in the spiritual world to
realize they have left the earth and that they have
begun an entirely different life.

Swedenborg and his companions decided they
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